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Dr. Dianne R. Nielsen, Director
Utah Dlvislon of Ol-1 , C'as & Mining
355 West North TeryLe
3 lttad C€nter, Suite 350
SaIt Lake City, Utatl 84180-1203

Strbject: ftah ftlel Coryany/$<yline Mine Plan

Dear Dianne:

Utatr ft:el Conpany's Skyllne Mine Plan has been rerriewed by the Dtvision.
Of prlnary con@rn is the futtrre of the Questar gas pipellne il41 ttrat
traverses the rnine perroit area. Utah r\rel has sufflciently addressed
neaaures to prouida plllar sr:pport to the pipellne in order to negate the
effucts of subsidence. However, they harze nore recently s tipulated ttut
protection of the plpellne in l-ts present location would rezult in the
loss of 15 nilliqr tbns of recoverable coal. Possible reroutlng of the
pipellne is now belng ccnsidered by the U.S. Fores t ServLce and an EIS is
being written. If the Forest Service's decisicr is ultinately to reroute
the plpellne, plan s for srrch etrould be appended to ttre fline p1an.

ltrere are editorlal corrections and addLtions concerning the wlldlife in
the mine area. Section 2.9.2 (Paee 2-86A) discusses the mse population
of the Wasatdr Plateau. It should be l-ncfu:ded here that all of the \
riparfun habitat at Skyllne Mlne provldes w'lnter habitat for noose. {

In the specles list (Table 2.9-3) one of the reptiles ls ll-sted as the 1\
Utah ltruntain Ri:rgsnake (IeSpEAgEIg pyrmlana) . The correc t comn . t'
nare for this spd6tus is @ and it is a hi€h t
interes t speciei, as is the Milk Snal<e. TabIe2.9-Z strouf a drcw the r
Tiger Salanander as hlgfr interest species as well . -f

A11 snalce dens are protected and considered critical to survival of *re ) J
specific populations. A1t}ough dens have not been located at the site, { i
the mine plan should neke note ttrat future discoverLes wil1 be left J J
undisttrrbed and reported to the Diwision. es

ltre nlne plan give s adeqr:ate refurence to the e:.istence of nattrrelly
reproducihg cutttucoat tiout populatiqrs. Secticn 2.8 (Page 2-U+,
paragraph 3) stil1 need s editing. The fish in Ecc1es Creek trave acces s
io tf,e intiie \,raterway, despite- the preaence of besrrer darns sloi\re l,ltriskey
tu1dl.
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Section 2.3 (Page 2-23) discusses the seep and spring ctraracteristics at
the project area. Fault is found in the belief that due to the trshorttt
travel distance between water supplies, should a frequently used spring
dry up, the 41ima1s using said supplywould not be greatly affected. eff
water sources in the area are inportant, not only fbr wildlife dririking
needs, but fo5_fishery and wetland existence. Due to small home range
sizes, most wildlife cannot travel the distances between water sources.
Mitigation for tenestrial wildlife can be in the form of guzzlers .

Although general migratory directions are napped for big garne (moose,
deer and elk), it is not shown how the animals cross ttrrotrgh the project
area. This information is particularly important for theii acces-s pbst
th9_l_rolos_ed overland coal conveyor. Maps and plans for the conveyor
still need to be included in the mine plano

T?tank you for an opportunity to review and provide cornment.

Sincerely,


